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ABSTRACT   

Chapter One deals with the conceptual and theoretical framework of the political 

economy of international migration. In light of the rapidly emerging global developments and 

challenges in recent decades, free flows and open borders for people, capital and ideas have 

become one of the most important issues affecting our world, which is considered a vital scene 

at the political and economic levels. With the development of the activities and repercussions 

of free trade and globalization and the proliferation of bilateral and multilateral international 

treaties and agreements, and in light of the deterioration of political environments at the 

present time, migration movements have increased and the freedom of movement of labor 

between countries has been facilitated in some parts of the world. In this context, massive 

waves of migrants have emerged and become important issues due to their subsequent social, 

economic and political impacts and shocks in host countries, and thus international migration 

has become a major demographic force in the pillars of the global political and economic 

scene.  

The conceptual framework of international migration has evolved, and hence different 

forms of migration have diversified such as asylum seekers, temporary and permanent 

resettlement, migrant workers, knowledge migrants, social migrants, international students, 

etc. Therefore, this chapter aims to address the conceptual and theoretical framework of 

international migration from a political economic perspective. 

Second chapter deals with Characteristics, drivers and effects of international migration: 

The Libyan case on February 17, 2011, a popular uprising took place that led to the fall of the 

Gaddafi regime, which lasted for more than forty years, which led to the collapse of all state 

institutions and armed militias and terrorist organizations took control of the political, 



economic and security components of the state, which made Libya one of the preferred routes 

for international migration seekers, especially from African countries and the Middle East to 

European countries, which led to an increase in international migration across the 

Mediterranean from Libya from (234) migrants during 2010 to more than 75,000 migrants 

during 2021. 

 

Libya, by virtue of its geographical location that connects the African continent to Europe 

across the Mediterranean, is considered one of the most important countries affected by this 

phenomenon, which is considered a transit center for migrants coming from Africa towards 

the northern shore of the Mediterranean in order to improve their economic and social 

conditions, but the exacerbation of the migration phenomenon Secrecy in light of the increased 

activity of organized crime networks specialized in smuggling illegal immigrants, as this name 

was given to immigrants who were crossing land and sea borders secretly, and with the 

exacerbation of this phenomenon and the emergence of some other cases that do not include 

this term, such as the phenomenon of asylum, who leave their countries of origin due to the 

threats or dangers they face. Therefore, this chapter aims to analyze the characteristics, drivers 

and effects of international migration in and through Libya, relying on a questionnaire, 

personal interviews and social media for a sample size of (670) immigrants in Libya, in 

addition to a sample size of (656) Libyan immigrants during the period from February 2022 to 

December 2022. Chapter Four deals with a proposed quantitative model for the role of 

political economy in explaining international migration: the case of Libya. It became clear 

from the theoretical framework and field study that there are many economic and non-

economic drivers of international migration in Libya, and also from Libya to European 

countries.  

 The third chapter dels and It was found from the theoretical framework and the field study 

that there are many economic and non-economic drivers of international migration in Libya, 

and also from Libya to European countries, and due to the lack of a single theory or model to 

interpret international migration for the Libyan case. 

 This research tries to build a quantitative model to predict international migration flows 

from and through Libya, by studying the correlation and impact relationships between political 

economy indicators and international migration flows, with the application of this model to the 



Libyan case during the period from 2011-2021, based on annual data issued by the World Bank, 

the Central Bank of Libya, the International Organization for Migration, the Peace Fund 

Foundation, and the International Transparency Organization , Organization for Economics and 

Peace during the study period  

 To achieve its objectives, and to address its problem and test its hypotheses, the study 

was divided into four chapters, where the first chapter dealt with the conceptual and theoretical 

framework of the political economy of international migration by focusing on the concept and 

types of international migration and the economic theories explaining it. The second chapter 

dealt with the characteristics of international migrants in and through Libya, with focus on the 

personal and demographic characteristics of migrants, the causes, effects and risks of 

international migration, and the evaluation of policies and mechanisms for managing 

international migration in Libya. In the third chapter, this research presented a proposed 

quantitative model for the role of political economy in interpreting international migration by 

applying it to the Libyan case during the period from 2011-2021. The fourth chapter presented 

the most important results, Recommendations, and future research directions. 
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